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Editorial 
 

 pioneering project in Leicestershire and Rutland, Leicester City, County & 
Rutland At Risk Memorials Project is leading the fight to preserve a cherished 

part of our heritage. In recent years, many churches and chapels have been declared 
redundant and factories and clubs subject to change of use, leaving War Memorials 
without protection. Our aims and objectives can be summarised as follows: 
 

• the rescue of War Memorials at risk of loss or damage from closed or 
deserted buildings e.g. churches, clubs, factories or schools; 

 

• the relocation of rescued War Memorials in a suitable new location in the 
original community; 

 

• if relocation is not possible then for the Memorials to be moved to a safe site 
for the purpose of repair, conservation, safe-keeping and display;  

 

• arrange visits and give illustrated talks to community groups and schools, to 
encourage them to become involved in the Project’s work and to research, 
record and learn about the history behind the names on the Memorials, the 
communities they came from and how to conserve Memorials in their own 
communities. 

 
ometimes it is not possible for the Memorials we rescue or restore to be placed 
back into the buildings where they were originally located. This can be for a 

number of reasons such as the building is to be demolished, there is a risk of theft or 
vandalism or there is (or will be) a change of use/ownership of the premises.In these 
cases, we are able to take the Memorial concerned into our custody in the Chancel of 
All Saints Church where we have a number of bespoke display stands and 
equipment. Wherever possible, each Memorial is accompanied by details of the 
building where it was originally located together with whatever information we 
have been able to gather concerning the men listed on the Memorial. These are the 
Memorials which are available to view on our open days. 
 

emorials frequently display non-specific inscriptions and so once displaced 
from their original locations, they can easily be lost. All efforts are made to 

return these Memorials to the communities from which they came. The opportunity 
to research the history of the Memorials, and the names upon them, is another 
valuable legacy of the Project’s work. As well as regular attendance at local History 
Fairs and events, the Project makes full use of social media opportunities to raise 
awareness of our work. There are still many War Memorials at risk of destruction. 
Please help us to ensure as many as possible are protected, conserved and preserved 
for the benefit of the future guardians of our rich heritage.  
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Dates for Your Diary 
 

 

 

AT RISK WAR MEMORIALS  
OPEN DAYS 

The Chancel, rear of All Saints Church, Highcross Street, Leicester LE1 4PH. 
 

 

HERITAGE 
OPEN 

WEEKEND 
2019 

 

THURSDAY 
12th SEPTEMBER 

TO 
SUNDAY 

15th SEPTEMBER  
INCLUSIVE 

 

 

 

 
 

Thursday 
2.00 p.m. – 5.00 p.m. 

Friday 
3.00 p.m. – 6.00 p.m. 

 

 

Saturday 
10.00 a.m. – 2.00 p.m. 

Sunday 
2.30 p.m. – 5.00 p.m.  

 

 
 

 
 
 

SATURDAY 
16th   

NOVEMBER  
2019 

 

 

 

 

11.00 a.m. – 4.00 p.m. 
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OTHER EVENTS 

 

 
 
 

9th November 2019 
to 

9th February 2020 

 

In Memoriam: 
 Leicester’s War 
Memorials at Risk  

at 
Leicester Newarke Houses Museum 

20, The Newarke, 
Leicester 
LE2 7BY  

We are greatly honoured in that the 
Leicester City Arts & Museums Service 
has chosen to feature our work and have 
several  of our resident Memorials on 
display. 

 

 
 

 
 

VOLUNTEERS SOUGHT 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Researching “the Fallen” of our resident 
Memorials is a vital, but time consuming 
task. It is also a very rewarding task. For 
example, we have a framed photograph 
Roll of Honour, depicting the members of 
Church of Christ Church, once of Evington 
Road, Leicester, who served in World War 
II. We know that two of those shown fell 
during that conflict but we would very 
much welcome information on those who 
served and returned. 
 
We are always looking for volunteers to 
assist us in this work and if you feel this is 
the project for YOU, please contact us via 
phone or e mail, details of which are 
shown on Page 7 of this Newsletter. 
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Memorial of the Month 
 

The Aylestone Working Men’s Club WW2 Memorial Window.  
 

 

It really was a stroke of luck that saved this memorial from 
being shipped overseas, probably to grace some celebrities 
mansion in California overlooking the Pacific Ocean. Chris 
Stephens and I were at a meeting of the Western Front 
Association one Monday evening in 2017, when someone 
mentioned in passing that there was a memorial for sale at 
auction the coming Friday. Chris and I went to the auction 
house on the Thursday afternoon and were amazed to see this 
cobweb covered coloured memorial window leaning against a 
wall.  It was huge – over 11ft tall and over 5ft wide and 
obviously weighed a ton.  
 
We spoke to the auctioneer and explained who we were and 
why we were interested.  He was completely understanding  

and promised to ring the vendor and call me that evening.  He was as good as his 
word.  He explained that the vendor had spent a considerable sum of money 
removing it from the clubhouse but would let us have it for £500. We had never 
bought a memorial and generally are against the buying and selling of such items 
but in this instance we felt we had to save it from loss.  
 
The auctioneer was extremely generous and charged no commission to either vendor 
or seller.  Also the vendor in a move of great generosity never presented the cheque. 
We then had the job of moving it.  We approached a professional firm but they 
quoted 
  
 

 
  

 

a ridiculous price.  Once again the auctioneer came to the rescue.  He got his men to 
bring it in a truck with a tail-lift and using a piano trolley we just got it in through 
the inner door with an inch to spare! After a thorough clean and painting of the 
inner back cover board, we then had the need of more need of more muscle to get it 
upright. We then had LED lights fitted so that it now glows in all its glory!   D.K.  
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The Man Behind The Memorial 
 

 
“The Soldiers’ Communion” 

 

Rescued from the debris of St Saviour’s Church in 
Leicester was a print of “The Soldiers’ Communion”, a 
painting by William Holt Yates Titcomb (1858-1930). An 
oil painter known for his depictions of Cornish 
fisherfolk, with the outbreak of War in 1914 Titcomb 
turned his attention to several war-related subjects, of 
which The Soldiers’ Communion, showing a group of 
soldiers kneeling before a makeshift altar set up on 
planks just behind the firing line, now hangs in the 
Ante-Chapel at Clifton College, Bristol. Many of the 
models for the painting were boys at the School, who 
subsequently lost their lives in the War. 

The original painting is shown right and one of the College 
fatalities was Titcomb’s only son, Francis, known as Frank. A 
talented violinist, Francis Titcomb’s main interest was in 
aeronautics. He won a Science Scholarship at Caius College, 
Cambridge but instead joined the Royal Naval Air Service as 
a Probationary Flying Officer. After five weeks of instruction 
at Crystal Palace he was posted to the Royal Naval Air 
Service Flying Training airfield at Redcar for flying 
instruction where he showed real promise as a Pilot. 
 

On 15th April 1917, Frank took off from Redcar in a Maurice 
Farman Longhorn for what would be his first solo cross-   

country flight. Fatally, he became disorientated in snow clouds whilst flying over the 
Moors and the aircraft crashed upside down just after midday between Egton Bridge 
and Goathland, at a spot known locally as Castle Hill. Locals hurried to the scene 
and rescued Frank from the wreckage, carrying him on a farm gate to nearby High 

 

Burrows Farm, where he died soon after. His devastated 
parents buried their son with full military honours at 
Brompton Cemetery in London two days later. His CWGC 
headstone is shown below. A Memorial Cross stands today 
close to the crash site, although sources disagree if it 
actually commemorates Frank humself. Known locally as 
Swinsty Cross, this was erected the early part of 1929.  
 

Post war William Titcomb and his wife travelled 
extensively throughout Europe, but, with William’s health 
declining, the couple returned to Bristol where William 
passed away on 7th September 1930.   
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Recently taken into care 
Two memorials have recently come our way. 
 
The first was a Roll of Honour from the North Evington Constitutional Club 
originally in Abbotsford Road. 
 
Disgracefully this was for sale in an antique shop.  Under normal circumstances we 
would never purchase a memorial as it encourages trade in such items.  However in 
this instance we thought there was no alternative otherwise it risked being lost to the 
City for good. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The second is an extremely heavy bronze Memorial from the now defunct Regent 
Club of Hinckley with the names of five men killed in the Second World War. 
 
This Memorial had been stored in Hinckley Museum but the Trustees came to the 
conclusion that they had nowhere suitable to display it so offered it to us as 
guardians. 
 
Unfortunately it appears that someone with the best of intentions has attempted to 
polish it but the results are somewhat mixed.  We are investigating how it should 
best be treated to bring it back to its full glory. 
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Projects in hand 
 

NATSOPA.  In 1921 the National Society of Operative Printers and Assistants 

usually know by its acronym opened a convalescent home in Wellsborough near 
Market Bosworth in memory of union members killed in the war. 
 
The site which has long suffered from vandalism has now been cleared and is being 
developed for housing. 
 
We are working with the developers to restore the stolen plaques and create a new 
memorial on site to the 360 men who died. 
 
A full history of this memorial will be given in a later edition. 
 
 

Leicestershire Regiment WW1.  During the last few months of the centenary of 

the Great War, Newarke Houses Museum had a tribute to the approximately 7,200 
men of the Leicestershire Regiment who died in that conflict, listing all their names 
in alphabetical order with date of death. 
 
These eight boards are huge – some 10ft high.  When the exhibition closed storage 
became an issue and they are impossible to have on permanent display as they are.  
We have taken them in and are in discussion with the Trustees of The Royal 
Leicestershire Regiment Association about a method by which they can be reduced 
in size and so be permanently available – possibly on pull-up banners. 
 
 

Raising our profile.  As part of our effort to raise our profile working with 

Historic England, we have undertaken talks in City schools on the theme of 
understanding that a sense of continuity creates a sense of community.  The 
response from the schools has been excellent. 
 
We have also carried out a History Café at Glenfield Hospital with a group of 
people who otherwise might lead somewhat isolated lives. 
 
We have been booked to give presentations to various groups such as U3A and 
Local Historical Societies. 
 
We even led a guided walk to close-by war memorials as a part of the Leicester 
Festival of Walking. 
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Contact Us 
 

     

 

 

 

 

Leicester City, County & Rutland At Risk 
War Memorials Project is a Company 
Limited by Guarantee and incorporated in 
England under  Company Registration 
Number: 08176202. 
The address of the company's registered 
office is:  
The Chancel,  
rear of All Saints Church,  
Highcross Street,  
LEICESTER  
LE1 4PH 

 
The Leicester City, County & 
Rutland At Risk Memorials 
Project welcomes any information 
which can help or promote their 
work. If you have any details of 
any War Memorial you feel is at 
risk, or can help in any way, 
please contact:  
 
Denis Kenyon:  
Phone - 07834 324352 
Chris Stephens:  
Phone - 0116 2716086 
Email: 
mail@atriskwarmemorials.co.uk 
Website: 
www.atriskwarmemorials.co.uk 
Face Book Page: 
www.facebook.com/arwmp/ 
Twitter Page @ARWMP 

 
 

 
All articles reproduced in this newsletter 
are accepted in good faith and every effort 
is always made to ensure accuracy of the 
information given. It should be noted 
however that the opinions expressed by the 
contributors are not necessarily those of the 
Editor or the At Risk War Memorials 
Project. The Editor reserves the right to 
amend, condense or edit any article 
submitted.   
 
Anyone wishing to submit material is more 
than welcome to contact us by  
e-mail. The deadline date to ensure 
inclusion in your next edition is: 

 

Friday 16th JANUARY 2020 
 

“We very much value your  
continued support” 
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