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Welcome
The Leicester City, County & Rutland 
At Risk Memorials Project welcomes 
any information which can help or 
promote their work. If you have any 
details of any War Memorial you feel is 
at risk, or can help in any way, please 
contact us on:

mail@atriskwarmemorials.co.uk

Or contact the project’ co-founders: 

Denis Kenyon: 07834 324352

Chris Stephens: 0116 2716086

www.atriskwarmemorials.co.uk

www.facebook.com/arwmp

@ARWMP

Leicester City, County & Rutland 
At Risk War Memorials Project is a 
Company Limited by Guarantee and 
incorporated in England. Company 
Registration Number: 08176202. The 
company is registered at:

The Chancel,
rear of All Saints Church,
Highcross Street, LEICESTER
LE1 4PH

2020 - What a year! All outward facing activities at a halt but behind 
the scenes we have indeed been active and look forward to 
resuming our operation as soon as we are permitted.

A piece of good news is that we have agreed with our landlords, 
The Churches Conservation Trust, an extension of our licence at The 
Chancel, All Saints, Highcross Street until end March 2022, so we have 
stability. We are very grateful for their cooperation and support.

There has been an attempted break in but fortunately the padlock 
proved too strong on this occasion. Chris Stephens, when permitted by 
the regulations, passes by and keeps an eye on the situation.

There was one amusing incident last year. I decided it would be a 
good idea if we became a corporate supporter of the Commonwealth 
War Graves Commission because we wish to support their work and, 
after all, we are both in the business of looking after war memorials 
albeit on a vastly different scale. However, the CWGC computer said 
‘no’. I had several phone conversations with the membership team but 
a rule is a rule. They only accept individual supporters.

So we settled on the idea that ‘Mr Denis Arwmp’ would be the 
member! Pronunciation of my name is another story.

Inside you will find an interesting series of articles covering differing 
aspects of what we have been doing during this past year to fulfil our 
purpose – the protection of war memorials at risk. 

Denis Kenyon
Project co-founder
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All articles reproduced in this newsletter are accepted in good faith 
and every effort is always made to ensure accuracy of the information 
given. It should be noted however that the opinions expressed by 
the contributors are not necessarily those of the Editor or the At Risk 
War Memorials Project. The Editor reserves 
the right to amend, condense or edit any 
article submitted. Anyone wishing to submit 
material is more than welcome to contact us 
by e-mail. The deadline to ensure inclusion 
in your next edition is 30th April 2021.

COVER IMAGE: 
Battle of St Quentin Canal. POWs 
bring in wounded near Bellicourt, 
29 September 1918. © IWM Q 9370
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Remembering
The Leicesters
As part of the commemoration of 

the centenary of The Great War, 
the City Museum Service mounted 
the exhibition, Leicester Remembers 
- From the Trenches to The Twenties 
in the Newarke Houses Museum 
which ran until February 2019.

Central to the exhibition were 
eight huge panels listing in 
alphabetical order all 7,200 men 
of the Regiment who died in 
the conflict. It was immensely 
impressive and with its subtle 
lighting reminded one of a 
memorial such as the Menin Gate or 
Thiepval Memorial.

When the exhibition closed, there 
was general agreement that they 
should not just be scrapped, but 
the real problem was what to do 
with them. They were too large and 
brittle to easily display again even if 

N
ew

s
News    

enough wall space could be found.
Initially stored at the T.A. Centre 

at Ulverscroft Road, they were then 
moved to the At Risk War Memorials 
Project (ARWMP) base at All Saints 
Church, Highcross Street, but the 
problem of how to display them 
remained

One idea was the creation of eight 
pull up banners but that was soon 
discarded due to issue of cost and 
space. It was eventually determined 
that a handsome A1 (34 x 23.5 ins.) 
portfolio with a suitably large font 

size would be the most practical. 
It will be displayed on an easel at 
All Saints and yet is still capable of 
being moved to another venue for 
a special occasion when desired. 
The cost was met by At Risk War 
Memorials Project with a generous 
contribution from The Royal Tigers 
Association. 

Robin Jenkins of the Record 
Office has also kindly agreed to 
write an illustrated history of The 
Leicestershire Regiment in the Great 
War. 

While the Project’s present 
website has served its 

purpose, it is not as user friendly 
as we would like. Denis Kenyon 
and Simon Whelband are therefore 
actively exploring the possibilities 
of obtaining a grant to enable the 
commission of a professionally 

Website news developed website. 
Key elements will be ease 

of navigation, and ensuring it 
has greater flexibility to enable 
authorised Members to load 
updates. Given the increasing 
amount of information the Project 
is accumulating about its war 
memorials and the individuals 
names, a website able to fully 
showcase these is vital.
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News  

accompanied the “Dead Man’s 
Penny” of World War 1:  
Let those who come after see to it 
that their names be not forgotten.

Gateway School war memorial  
Further to the article on p4 of 

Issue No 3 about the Gateway 
Grammar School WW2 memorial, 
the short illustrated biographies 
of all the men named have been 
completed and handsome ring 
bound copies printed.

When conditions allow, one 
will be donated to The Newarke 
Houses Museum, the original 
home of the School and where 
the actual memorial is still on 
display.  Another copy will be 
presented to Gateway College 
in Hamilton who are anxious 
to create links with their 
predecessor’s memory.  A third 
copy will be at All Saints where 

Research update:
St Saviour’s war memorial 

With the church closed in 
2005 it was a magnet to 

vandals and despite our pleading 
we were not permitted to remove 
any of the 15 or so war memorials 
of differing type that were in the 
church.  The inevitable happened.  
Most were stolen, the War 
Memorial board smashed.

It listed 216 names of men of 
the parish who died, written in 
black ink upon a dark bull’s blood 
veneer.  Even in its heyday it must 
not have been easy to read.

In the early 2000s Chris 
Stephens and George Thomas 
had thankfully carefully copied 
all those they could clearly read 
leaving dots for those names 
or letters which by then were 
undecipherable.

In early 2019, Suzanne 
Thompson kindly volunteered to 
research the stories of the men 
listed and also try to work out 
some of the missing names.

This was a colossal task which 
she completed in Summer 2020 
and has very kindly given us a 
huge lever arch folder with all 
her work beautifully set out.  This 

Left: The Gateway School memorial.

we have a full size mounted 
image of the memorial.

There are the names of 46 
young men on the memorial, 
most not long out of school who 
served and died.

It is of interest to look at the 
arms in which they served (right), 
and distressing to note that 
several were killed in accidents 
(exemplified by the short 
biography on page 8 of this 
newsletter, taken from the book). 

It is important that their 
memories and exploits be kept 
on show and that they never 
become just a list of names on a 
piece of stone.

In the moving words of King 
George V on the scroll which 

Branch of service

Royal Air Force

RAF Volunteer Reserve

Fleet Air Arm

Royal Navy

Royal Marines

Army

Killed

2

23

5

6

3

7

will be placed for reference in 
All Saints next to the calligraphy 
reproduction we commissioned. 
At some stage we will set about 
the task of putting it all online.

Right: St Saviour’s
Church in 1951. 
Below: Reproduction
of St Saviour’s memorial.
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Lost and found
The memorial of Thomas Timothy Smith Bourne

Below: Donisthorpe Chapel, visible in the centre of 
the row of houses on Moira Road, Donisthorpe. Image 
courtsey of myprimitivemethodists.org.uk.

Inset: Lance Corporal Thomas Timothy Smith Bourne 
of Donisthorpe. Image courtsey of family archive.
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we have not been able to have a 
stand or story board made for it. 
They must wait.

It is also extremely difficult 
to photograph because of the 
incised lettering on the white 
mottled pale marble. However 

we do have a photograph of TTS 
Bourne himself taken in 1912 – 
and very dapper he looks.

In due course he and his 
memorial will be given the 
honour which they deserve.

erected on the chapel wall. As 
in so many cases the chapel 
closed and was demolished and 
a new chapel built across the 
road subsequently closing and is 
now The Lewis Charlton Learning 
Centre. The tablet had slipped 
from memory.

Some time recently one of 
the masters of the school was 
playing in a game of football in 
the school yard with some of the 
boys. A hefty kick and the ball 
flew over a shed roof. The master, 
Rich Clay went to retrieve it and 
there was the tablet in a fairly 
filthy state.

Rich Clay was intrigued 
by this find and took the 
considerable trouble to try to 
find a descendant and eventually 
tracked her down – a remarkable 
feat in itself many years on from it 
being rudely dumped there.

This person had the tablet 
cleaned up by a stone mason 
and we now have it at All Saints, 
but with the various lockdowns 

In October 2020 we were 
contacted by a lady enquiring 

whether we could take into care 
a memorial to her uncle. That is 
all we were told but when the 
story unfolded it proved to be 
one of our more amazing rescues.

It was a headstone to Lance 
Corporal 13411 Thomas Timothy 
Smith Bourne who served 
with 6th Battalion Ox & Bucks 
Light Infantry and was killed 
at the Battle of Guillemont 
on 3rd September 1916. He is 
remembered on the Thiepval 
Memorial Pier and Face 10A and 
10D.

He was the son Ernest Edward 
and Amy Elizabeth Bourne, 
of Michael Villa, Donisthorpe, 
Burton-on-Trent. Ernest Edward 
was a coal miner and very 
devout Methodist and the family 
attended Donisthorpe Methodist 
Chapel on the Moira Road three 
times a day on Sundays.

To commemorate their son, 
his parents had a marble tablet 
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The watch list

Location Memorial Date Status Comments

Saffron Rd/Duncan Rd “The Dunc. Club” Jan 2019 In situ – was safe but 
will it re-open?

CS CS has visited photographed and advised owners of our 
existence.

LRI ex St Luke’s Chapel Jan 2019 WW1 nurses and WW2 
clerical.

DK Sallie Varnam Arts & Heritage Officer LRI confirmed both 
on wall in Victoria Bldg. Other items (inc. windows) in 
store Glenfield. Plans to create Museum.

The Square, Market 
Harborough

Memorial Cross Dec 2018 DK Wording on stone tablet very badly eroded, but known. 
DK met HDC 7/1/20 – agreed to re-cut.

Swithland Oct 2019 Steps in poor 
condition.

CS Offered modest help but absolutely no response from 
them.

Gas Office, Aylestone Rd Dec 2019 Possible closure of 
building.

CS Original in Gas Museum, replica in office – may move to 
Grove Park.  We have photograph.

Royce Institute, Crane St Jan 2020 Building closed. CS These memorials are now in our care.

Thomas Cook Ltd Now in Museum 
Service store.

Jan 2020 Company ceased 
trading.

DK Possibly will be installed at the future Record Office 
which will be constructed at County Council HQ at 
Glenfield.

Gent’s of Leicester
Spinney Hill

Small tablet
on outside wall

Dec 2020 Building in multiple 
occupation

CS With a building such as this it could easily be lost in a 
reconstruction scheme.

Drumcliffe Road, 
Thurnby

Small metal plaque 
fitted to bridge

Dec 2020 No reason to fear its 
loss but it need s a 
regular sighting.

Bomber crash site 1945.

Inevitably a lot of ‘keeping an eye’ has ceased 
because of the lockdown, but still we 

endeavour to keep a list of war memorials 
which we feel may be “at risk” or just need 

keeping tabs on. 
Often it is a bit of a task to check up on 

them because of access to a building or just 
uncertainty as to the situation in that location. 

If you know anything more about any of 
these, or know of any other memorial which 
you feel might be under threat, please do 
contact us: you are our eyes and ears!

Restored 
memorials
Our first objective if it is 

practical and safe, is to keep 
a war memorial in its original 
setting. 

On occasion assuming our 
funds allow it, this can take 
the form of a contribution 
to the costs of restoration, 
re-positioning or cleaning a 
memorial. On other occasions 
we will pay for all the work to be 
carried out.

To the right is an index of war 
memorials where we have helped 
to restore them to their former 
glory. 

In each of the next few 
Newsletters we will publish a 
short account of a couple of 
these; beginning on the following 
page.

1. South Leicestershire WMC – move to St Andrews 2006
2. Inglehurst Inf. Sch. and GG Parmiter from St Augustine - 2006
3. Loughborough – St Peter’s, Storer Road - 2013
4. Uppingham Lower School - 2014
5. Loughborough – All Saints - 2015
6. Loughborough – Holy Trinity - 2015 
7. Claremont Street Methodist - 2015
8. St Michael, Edmondthorpe – 2017
9. Pte Jeremy English – St Luke’s, Thurnby - 2017
10. Hallaton War Memorial - 2017
11. Uppingham War Memorial - 2018
12. Nevill Holt gates plaques - 2018
13. Woodhouse Eaves Roll of Honour - 2018
14. Countesthorpe Cottage Homes - 2019
15. Exton War Memorial - 2020
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Restored to glory

This was instigated by Chris 
Stephens in 2006 some six 

years before the ARWM Project 
had started. He had been 
speaking on Radio Leicester in his 
role as a Regional Volunteer for 
War Memorials Trust.

Mr George Geary a member 
of the Working Men’s Club had 
taken it home when the club was 
closed in 1998 and stored it in his 
garden shed.

Restored to glory

Mr Geary happened to be 
listening and contacted Chris, 
who with the cooperation of 
Richard Gill, the churchwarden 
and Neville Iliffe, arranged for it 
to be re-erected alongside their 
own memorial in St Andrew’s 
Church in whose parish the 
club had been situated. An early 
inspiring example of initiative 
taken to preserve what might 
have been lost forever.

South Leicestershire Working Men’s Club WW2 
Roll of Honour & Memorial, Burnmoor Street 
moved to St. Andrews Church, Jarrom Street.

Left: South Leicestershire WMC 
memorial. 
Above: L-R: Mr Richard Gill, 
Churchwarden, Mrs Geary and Mr 
George Geary.

Inglehurst Board School Roll of Honour and 
George Geoffrey Parmiter plaque.

T he Victorian church of St 
Augustine which had served 

the expanding area of Leicester 
in Newfoundpool, was closed in 
2002 and subsequently set on fire 
by vandals and squatters and the 
place rendered a total wreck.

Long before ARWMP had been 
formed, one of our founders 
Chris Stephens, had taken the 
initiative and arranged to move 
the Inglehurst Board School Roll 
of Honour listing the names of 
831 men who served of whom 
352 died, to its nearest successor 
establishment, Inglehurst Infant 
School.

Even there it nearly suffered 
loss again.  In 2008 the hall in 
the infant’s school caught fire 
with burning poly-styrene tiles 
dripping from the roof.  The quick 
thinking fire-fighters seeing 
the potential for catastrophe 
immediately removed the Rolls of 
Honour and placed them outside 
on the grass.  They were saved!

In the church there had been 
another very fine memorial.  This 
one was to George Geoffrey 
Parmiter.  He was the son of 
the first vicar of the parish who 
died of fever on 11th January 
1918 serving with 648th Motor 

Left: The Project’s Chris 
Stephens with the rolls 

and plaque. 
Right: On the wall 

again with their four 
rescuers.

Above right: The 
memorial to George 

Geoffrey Parmiter.

Transport Company, Army 
Service Corps in East Africa.  
He is buried in Dar Es Salaam 
War Cemetery in what is 
now known as Tanzania. His 
memorial had disgracefully 
originally been marked for 
auction. Chris stepped in 
and had it moved to St 
Mary de Castro, the original 
‘mother’ parish of that area 
where it remains still.  
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Gateway biography

Sergeant Dilley was one of the 
crew of Halifax BB254 that 

took off from RAF Lindholme on a 
night trainng flight at 20:51 hours 
on the 20th November 1944. 
As the aircfraft - from1656 
Heavy Conversion Unit - 
left the ground, it failed to 
climb away properly and 
struck the gable end of 
a house in Coppice 
Avenue, Hatfield, 
the aircraft then 
crashed at or close 
to Dalepit Farm. The 
wreckage caught 
fire and sadly 
five of the crew 
were killed. Two 
other members of 
the crew survived and two girls 
asleep in the bedroom of the 
house the aircraft struck were 
injured by falling debris. It was 
thought that the aircraft had lost 
what height it had gained after 
taking off because the flaps were 

raised instead of undercarriage, 
allowing aircraft to sink towards 
the ground. The levers were next 
to each other in the cockpit. The 
crash site may have been built 

over post-war. 
This was the first aircraft 

of three 1656 HCU 
Halifaxes to crash over the 

next hour in this small 
vicinity all put down 
to the incorrect 
used of the flap or 
bomb-door levers, 
the crew of the 
second aircraft, 
Halifax HR794, 
escaped with 

their lives but six 
of the crew of the third, 

Halifax W7875 were killed when 
the aircraft struck Lings Farm, 
Dunsville which was around half 
a mile nearer the airfield.

Sgt Dilley is buried in St 
Peter’s Churchyard, Braunstone, 
Leicester.

Dilley, Dennis Arthur. 
Sergeant (Flight Engineer), 1583059. 
RAF Volunteer Reserve. 1656 H.C.U., 
RAF Lindholme, Yorkshire.
Born 20/02/1920. Son of Mr. A.S. Dilley. 
Gateway School 1931-35.
Died 20/11/1944. Age 24.

Dennis Arthur Dilley
Biography:

Halifax BB254. Built to contract B.124357/40 by the 
London Passenger Transport Board Ltd. at Leavesden and 
was awaiting collection on 27th May 1942. The date it was taken 
on charge by 1656 Heavy Conversion Unit at Lindholme is not 
yet known. As a result of an unspecified mishap at Lindholme on 
27th February 1943 minor Cat.A(c)/FA damage was the damage 
assessment and it was repaired on site. It remained at 1656 H.C.U. 
until crashing at Dunscroft on 20th November 1944. Cat.E2/FA Burnt 
damage was the damage assessment after this incident and it was 
written off. Casualties were as follows:

+ Pilot - F/O Michael Arnold Gleason RCAF (J/27667), aged 26, of 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada. Buried Harrogate Stonefall Cemetery, 
Yorkshire (H/C/2). 

+ Flight Engineer - Sgt Dennis Arthur Dilley RAFVR (1583059), aged 
24. Buried Braunstone Churchyard, Leicestershire. 

+ Navigator- F/O Derek John Povey RAFVR (164204), aged 31. 
Buried Hatfield Woodhouse Cemetery, Yorkshire. 

+ Wireless Operator / Air Gunner - Sgt Ronald Thompson 
RAFVR (1866655), aged 
19, of Watford. Buried 
Watford North Cemetery, 
Hertfordshire. 

+ Air Gunner - Sgt Horace 
Samuel Emery RAFVR 
(3040593), aged 19, of South 
Hetton. Buried South Hetton 
Churchyard, Durham. 

+ Bomb Aimer - F/O Peter 
Donald Rowland Senn 
RAFVR (164821). Slightly 
injured. 

+ Air Gunner - Sgt A 
Blanchard. Seriously injured. 

+ 2 Civilians - Names 
unknown. Slightly injured. 

Right: Sgt Dilley’s headstone, 
originally maintained by the 

church Rector at 6/7D.

Above: Station crest of RAF Lindholme.
Above right: Handley page Halifax.

Below: St Peter’s Church, Braunstone, in whose graveyard 
Sgt Dilley now rests.
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Street shrines

Street
Shr ines

By their very nature, Street 
or Wayside Shrines as they 

were sometimes called, have not 
survived over time.

Most were of temporary 
construction, erected by the local 
community that in the absence 
of a body over which to mourn, 
enabled them to give  vent to 
the grief that ran so deeply in 
situations where so many men 
of one street or small district 
perished. Not all commemorated 
just the dead, some were indeed 
Rolls of Honour with the names 
of all who were serving.

It is believed that the 
movement started in the East End 
of London with one erected in 
Hackney in 1916. The movement 

gained great momentum when 
a photograph of Queen Mary 
was published in the press.

They took all sorts of shapes 
and forms, some more 

substantial than others as can 
be seen from the photographs 
accompanying this short article. 
At a time when belief in the 
rightness of our struggle against 
the Germans was mostly strongly 
supported by the Church of 
England, and pride in what our 
young men were doing was 
fierce, many had a very patriotic 
appearance with flags and 
banners as well as floral tributes.

They were not without 
controversy though. Prayers 
for the dead went against the 
Thirty-Nine Articles of the Church 
of England. A J H Kensit of the 
Protestant Truth Society said 
that the shrines inspired idolatry. 
Protesting at the unveiling of a 
shrine at St Bartholomew the 

Great in 1917, he was taken for 
a pacifist and nearly set upon by 
the crowd.

Many had emotional wording 
such as this from Stoneham in 
Hampshire: 

PRAY FOR THE SOULS OF THESE 
GALLANT MEN

BUT THEY ARE IN PEACE FOR 
GOD PROVED THEM

AND FOUND THEM WORTHY 
FOR HIMSELF

Or: 
THANKS BE TO GOD WHO

HATH GIVEN US THE VICTORY

Towards the end of the war and 
more intensely in the early 1920s, 
there was a huge growth in the 
design and construction of the 
permanent memorials of all sorts 
with which we are familiar today.

The Street or Wayside shrines 
were either removed, fell into 
disrepair or vanished when the 
buildings to which they were 
attached were demolished by 
bomb or house clearance.

There would indeed have been 
some in Leicester. We have had 

reports that there was one in 
Asfordby Street and All Saints 
Street. We have searched but 
not surprisingly found nothing. 
The IWM has a record but alas, 
no photograph of one in Syston 
Street, Belgrave.

It is possible that there would 
have been one connected 
with the St Michael’s Church, 
Scott Street area. One of our 
researchers, Nicola Brown, has 
found that of the 57 men listed 
on that war memorial now in our 
care, over half came from just 
three streets with one shortish 
street having thirteen men killed. 
It was this overwhelming impact 
of death in so many close-by 
households that inspired the 
movement.

Top left: Women kneel before a 
Shrine, 11 November 1919.
Below: Bennet Street, Buxton.
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Oliver Street & District, S.E. London Queen Mary visits Hackney 



Gloster
David Humberston recounts the final charge 
of Thurlaston’s George Ernest Woodward, 
killed fighting with the Worcesters only six 
weeks before the Great War ended. 

To

Road
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The man behind the memorial

Battle of St Quentin Canal. POWs 
bring in wounded near Bellicourt, 
29 September 1918. © IWM Q 9370

Although no one realised 
this at the time, by the 
end of September 1918, 

the Great War had but six weeks 
to run, as the Allied advance 
to victory continued to gather 
momentum. The German forces 
continued to offer stiff resistance, 
and many casualties were still 
incurred by the Allied forces. 

On 29th September, British and 
French forces planned to attack 
the formidable German defences 
of the Hindenburg line in the area 
around the St Quentin Canal, but 
to prevent German reinforces 
being deployed from the north, 
a series of diversionary attacks 
were also to take place that same 
morning. Amongst these was 
the advance by the men of 100th 
Brigade, 33rd Division, down the 
Targelle Valley towards the village 
of Ossus. 



All concerned realised the 
difficulty of their task; subsidiary 
attacks were not designed to 
achieve any great success and 
the lack of artillery support in this 
instance could only be described 
as inadequate. The order that 
this attack was to commence 
earlier than the main assault 
to both deceive the enemy 
and engage the fire of their 
guns was not to the attacker’s 
advantage; particularly the men 
of 2nd Battalion, Worcestershire 
Regiment, who formed the 
extreme right flank of the assault 
and would subsequently advance 
with their right flank exposed 
to German enfilade fire from a 
position known as ‘Lark Spur until 
its proposed elimination by men 
of the advancing 12th Division.

By dawn, the Battalion was 
deployed for attack. In the front 

two leading companies were 
to capture the sunken ‘Gloster 
Road’; then the two supporting 
companies would pass through 
and take ‘Pigeon Trench’ beyond.

At 5.30 a.m. what artillery 
support there was opened fire 
and, scrambling out of their 
trenches, the front line platoons 
of the Worcesters advanced 
as rapidly as possible through 
a storm of German shells. 
Unfortunately, the rain of the 
previous days had turned the 
shattered ground into deep mud, 
and the laden troops could not 
keep up with the barrage. As 
soon as the British shells ceased 
to burst over the road, seven 
German machine-guns opened 
fire from the sunken road and 
from the crossroads. Under this 
hail of bullets, the attack withered 
away. All the platoons of the two 
leading companies had been 
shot down and the majority of 
the two support companies who 
bravely followed them suffered a 
similar fate. Those who survived 
took cover as best they could.

Around 10.00 a.m. a mist 
descended, veiling the battlefield, 
and those who survived made 
their way back to Limerick Trench, 
where they remained until 
darkness fell.

To the south, the main assault 
met with complete success, 

with the St Quentin Canal being 
crossed and the Hindenburg Line 
broken. With the German lines 
before them now evacuated, 
British patrols cautiously 
advanced in the footsteps of the 
Worcesters.  

Between Limerick Trench and 
Gloster Road they discovered 
the bodies of the fallen, lying 
in little groups, platoon after 
platoon struck down before 
they reached the sunken road. 

Of the leading platoons, every 
officer and man had been killed, 
whilst the ground behind them 
was littered with the dead and 
wounded of those who had 
followed. A total of eight officers 
and 80 men had been killed, 
whilst three officers and 150 men 
were wounded. Amongst the 
fallen was 2nd Lieutenant George 
Ernest Woodward, of Thurlaston 
in Leicestershire. 

George was the youngest of the 
five children of James Woodward, 
a carpenter, and his wife 
Maria, née Preston. The family 
worshipped at the village Baptist 
Chapel and would therefore 
have held strong convictions 
regarding the participation of 
Baptists in warfare. Furthermore, 
their Church had also worked 
passionately for greater 
understanding between 
nations and rejoiced in their 

Gloster

Their right flank was 
exposed to German 

enfilade fire

“

”

strong fraternal association with 
churches in Germany. 

However, the violation of 
Belgian neutrality, and the 
atrocities that accompanied it 
in the early weeks of the year, 
convinced many that the war was 
a fight for progress and humanity,  
and many Baptists, including 
George, chose to enlist.

George was destined 
to serve in three separate 
Regiments, beginning his 
service as a Private in the North 
Staffordshire Regiment, then 
a Lance Corporal in the South 
Staffordshire Regiment, before 
being commissioned as a 
Temporary 2nd Lieutenant in the 
Worcestershire Regiment on 28th 
May 1918. Only four months later 

line, ‘Limerick Trench, from right 
to left were D and C Companies; 
in the second line behind them 
were A and B Companies. The 

The man behind the memorial

Above: 2nd Lieutenant 
George Ernest Woodward, of 
Thurlaston in Leicestershire.
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The man behind the memorial

he led his men forward along the 
Targelle Valley and died at the 
head of his men.

A month later his wife, Florence 
Hannah, née Harvey, whom 
George had married in the Spring 
of that year, received official 

of £410 10s 7d. In later years the 
plaque was repositioned outside 
the Chapel, where it began to 
deteriorate due to exposure to 
the elements. 

In 2004, with the full agreement 
of the Evangelical Minister, the 
Plaque was then donated to 
Hinckley Museum. With lack of 
space and inability to display the 
Memorial an increasing issue, in 
2015 the plaque was donated to 
our Project, who now display it 
amongst our resident Memorials 
at All Saints Church.

In many ways this memorial 
epitomises the aims 

of our project, in 

particular the researching of the 
story of George Woodward – the 
man behind the memorial.

The Official Historian of the 
Worcestershire Regiment would 
later write of George Woodward 
and his comrades:

“That sacrifice of brave men must 
at first have seemed useless but 
the Officers and men of the 2nd 
Worcestershire who lay dead in the 
valley of the Targelle were part of 
the price, an inevitable part of the 
price of the decisive victory of the 
War, the greatest battle ever won by 
British arms.”

May they never be forgotten.

knew him.
“The late Second Lieutenant 

Woodward, who was 28 years of 
age, joined up at the outbreak 
of the war and obtained his 
commission for meritorious work 
during trench warfare in France. In 
civil life he assisted Mr. Archer in his 
joinery business in Barwell.” 

The fallen of the Worcestershire 
Regiment were collected by 
the Burial Officer of the 33rd 
Division and buried in what 
today is known as Pigeon Ravine 
Cemetery. 81 Officers and men 
of the 2nd Worcesters who fell 
that day rest here, including 
George Woodward, whose Grave 
reference is Plot I Row A Grave 2. 
A further 74 men also lie here, 13 
of whom were never identified.

George is also remembered 
alongside eight of his fellow 
villagers on the War Memorial at 
All Saints Church at Thurlaston 
in Leicestershire, which was 
erected in 1924.  A white marble 
memorial to George was also 
erected in Thurlaston Baptist 
Chapel by his widow, Florrie, the 
cost of which was probably 
met from George’s estate 

He was greatly 
respected by all who 

knew him

“

”
confirmation of his loss. 

The Hinckley Times of 29th 
October 1918 reported that: 

“Mrs G. E. Woodward of 
Thurlaston has been informed by 
the War Office that her husband 
Second Lieutenant George Ernest 
Woodward of the Worcestershire 
Regiment was killed on September 
29th at Ephey. A letter received from 
his Captain of his Company states 
that the deceased was shot through 
the head whilst leading his men to 
the attack and died instantly. He 
was greatly respected by all who 

Above: Woodward’s memorial plaque, now part of the Project’s Resident 
Memorials collection. © ARWMP.

Below: Pigeon RavineI Cemetery, Epehy. George’s 
headstone is the second stone down from the far 

edge of the boundary wall. Inset top: CWGS headstone 
of George Ernest Woodward The personal inscription 

reads:  HE LAID HIS RICHEST GIFT ON THE ALTAR OF 
DUTY. HIS LIFE. Inset bottom: The plaque at All Saints 

Church at Thurlaston.
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Gazing thoughtfully..
           Into this glorious window,
As brightly coloured beams...
flicker and dance like candle lights
in this sacred space.

Glass angel warriors...
        Stand in silent guard.
Whilst saints honour and remind,
Onlookers of all those brave souls.
Many of whom perished in endless 
wars.

Feeling sad yet grateful,
I quietly recall those who lived
Through difficult times
During and after many a conflict.

All so I can sit here...
     watching the sun illuminate
           life’s new beginnings.

Stained Glass Reflections

by Helen-Marie Donnelly


