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Welcome
The Leicester City, County & Rutland 
At Risk Memorials Project welcomes 
any information which can help or 
promote their work. If you have any 
details of any War Memorial you feel is 
at risk, or can help in any way, please 
contact us on:

mail@atriskwarmemorials.co.uk

Or contact the project’ co-founders: 

Denis Kenyon: 07834 324352

Chris Stephens: 0116 2716086

www.atriskwarmemorials.co.uk

www.facebook.com/arwmp

@ARWMP

Leicester City, County & Rutland 
At Risk War Memorials Project is a 
Company Limited by Guarantee and 
incorporated in England. Company 
Registration Number: 08176202. The 
company is registered at:

The Chancel,
rear of All Saints Church,
Highcross Street, LEICESTER
LE1 4PH

We trust that you have all remained safe and well during this 
very unsettling period. 

Although the lockdown and restrictions because of Covid 
continued, that did mean inactivity on our part. 

As you will see from the articles inside, 
more war memorials have been taken 
ito care - with two more we know 
of to come. This has meant that 
space is becoming even tighter.

In addition, we have also: been 
invited to be represented at a 
most important rededication; 
commissioned a new website; 
published a book of poetry 
about Remembrance (see back 
cover); re-opened with a most 
successful open day in July, and 
taken part once again in the Heritage 
Open Days (see page 3).

It is gratifying that ARWMP is becoming more widely recognised for 
its work in protecting our war memorial heritage, and we look forward 
to resuming all our activities in the coming months.

Denis Kenyon
Project co-founder
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All articles reproduced in this newsletter are accepted in good faith 
and every effort is always made to ensure accuracy of the information 
given. It should be noted however that the opinions expressed by 
the contributors are not necessarily those of the Editor or the At Risk 
War Memorials Project. The Editor reserves 
the right to amend, condense or edit any 
article submitted. Anyone wishing to submit 
material is more than welcome to contact us 
by e-mail. The deadline to ensure inclusion 
in your next edition is 31 December 2021. 
Content by Denis Kenton, layout by Joe Hall.

COVER IMAGE: 
Main: The NATSOPA Memorial 
Home, Wellsborough, 1936. © 

Historic England. britainfromabove.org.

uk/image/EPW050179. Inset: NATSOPA 
enamel lapel badge.
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New website commissioned
Our present website was created by 

Simon Whelband and a darn good effort 
too, but he is the first to admit that website 
development is not his forte. 

We recognised we needed something really 
user friendly, sharp, clear and flexible. 

After a false start with what looked like a 
most promising web site developer but which 
ran into the sand, Simon and I had discussions 
with a developer recommended to us by 
someone Denis has known for many years. 

We did background research, studied 
websites he had developed and had an 
initial discussion. We both liked what we saw 
and requested a proposal. When it came it 

N
ew

sNews    

absolutely captured what we are trying to 
achieve and was set out in a most professional 
manner. It was so convincing that we added 
it in its entirety to our application to National 
Lottery Heritage Fund for a development 
grant. The NLHF were equally impressed and 
awarded us a grant of £9,000. 

We have held further meetings with the 
developer, who is working to a timetable, 
and we are on schedule to go live on 29th 
November 2021. 

Open days are here again 
What a relief to resume some form of 

normality. July 3rd was a wonderful 
day. We had 23 visitors, many of them old 
acquaintances who came to see each other 
and catch up on what each one had been 
doing during lockdown. 

Particularly delightful was that nearly 
everyone stayed for about two hours – even 
two visitors from Dover. It was a great reunion! 

We were also visited by the niece of 
Thomas Timothy Smith Bourne who had first 
approached us about taking in his headstone. 

She came with her daughter, grandchild and 
TTS’s great nephew. Also Richard Clay, the 
teacher at the Lewis Charlton centre who had 
found it. (Full story in Issue 4). They were so 
pleased to see his memorial on the frame with 
the story board. 

Heritage Open Days were a bit mixed with 
no one on the Thursday but it was more than 
made up for by 44 visitors on Saturday, giving 
us a grand total of 54 – and very generous 
they were too.

Publishing 
venture
Publishing poetry seems a long way from 

our objective of taking into care war 
memorials at risk, but there is indeed a close 
link. 

Samples of Helen-Marie Donnelly’s poems 
have appeared in previous editions of Last 
Post and we have another in this issue.

In 2019 Helen-Marie visited us on an Open 

Day. In her own words - “I was so moved by 
the stories of the war memorials and the 
history of the men and women involved that 
I decided to donate my poetry and time by 
way of a lasting donation to this enterprising 
organisation working to preserve our City and 
Counties’ war memorial heritage. 

“As an amateur historian and a proud grand-
daughter of a World War 2 veteran, I felt that 
this project would serve not just as a fitting 
tribute to my grandfather but also to the 
brave warriors who have fought and still fight 

for the peace of the free world”. 
Denis and Chris were so impressed with 

the spare writing and depth of feeling in her 
poetry, that we believed it deserved a wider 
audience. Denis had read a few of them at the 
Remembrance Day service at Hallaton and 
also VJ and VE commemorations. There were 
many favourable comments 

This encouraged DSK take the plunge and 
publish. Helen-Marie wrote more poems, all 
on the theme of remembrance. Poems which 
make you stop and reflect. 

Right: The NLHF development grant will help the 
project showcase the memorials, as well as the 
stories of those commemorated.
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News  

New frames house headstone  
In our Edition No. 4 we told 

the extraordinary story of the 
finding of the lost headstone to 
Timothy Thomas Smith Bourne, 
Lance Corporal 13411, 6th Bn. 
Ox & Bucks Light Infantry killed 
at Guillemont on 3rd September 
1916, which his niece had 
requested us to take into care. 

The headstone has now been 
positioned on part of a new 14 ft. 
long double sided frame which 
runs down the centre of the 
Chancel. This was paid for from a 
very generous donation from TTS 
Bourne’s niece as thanks for our 
help. We agreed with her that as 
the incised lettering on a mottled 
white marble was virtually 
impossible to read, that the 
letters would be painted in a grey 
slightly darker than the darkest 
blob on the headstone 

His memorial is on the far left at 
the bottom with the story board 

Above: The memorial with the letters coloured. Compare it with the image 
to the right which was very difficult to read. Above right: The new frame in 
the Chancel. Right: Adam (left), a great nephew of Smith Bourne, with Rich 
Clay, who found the memorial and tracked down his descendants.

above. This leaves us with enough 
display space on the other side 
– just, to accommodate the 
memorials coming in August.

The large red A1 portfolio in 
the image to the right is the list 
of 7,200 names of men of The 
Leicestershire Regiment who died 
in The  Great War which featured 
in our edition No. 4. There is 
enough space to open it out full 

Charnwood Museum  
In June we received a request 

from Mel Gould of the Carillon 
Museum in Loughborough asking 
whether they could borrow some 
of our memorials. 

Apparently their own exhibition 
is closed for restoration with 
the exhibits currently difficult 
to access. But the Charnwood 
Museum in the town offered 
them a cabinet of space and 
very kindly he thought of us. 

This was obviously a wonderful 
opportunity to raise our profile 
in Loughborough, a town 
where in the past we have done 
really good work in restoring 
the magnificent triptych at 
St Peter’s, Storer Road – now 
Elim Pentecostal Church and 
contributed a significant sum 
to the repositioning of the 
memorials of All Saints and Holy 
Trinity. We lent the Museum the 

Royce Institute WW1 and WW2 
memorials and the Frederick 
Street Methodist Church, 
Wigston memorial with relevant 
story boards. Also lent were a 
story board and the film from 
The Newarke Houses Museum 
exhibition, both being about our 
work.

Above left: Frederick Street 
Methodist Church, Wigston. Above: 
The Royce Institute WW1 and WW2 
memorial. 

width. The cover is adorned with 
a very fine Regimental badge 
with all the Battle Honours.

Research 
update  

As we previously reported, 
ARWMP was instrumental in 

arranging for the Countesthorpe 
Cottage Homes war memorial to 

be taken from the City Museum 
Service store and placed in 
the Chapel at Countesthorpe 
Cemetery. It only has 11 names 
on it including the famous 
Leicestershire Regiment Victoria 
Cross holder Pte. William 
Buckingham. 

Given that it opened in 1884 
and many dozens of boys passed 
through its doors, we find it 
difficult to believe that only eight 
were killed. Nicola Brown, one 

of our key researchers, has spent 
a considerable amount of time 
seeing whether it is possible to 
find out which of the boys served. 

However, with the paucity of 
family information available it 
is too difficult a task so we have 
paused it for the moment. Instead 
she will begin working on the 
biographies of those named on 
the memorial.

Nicola has also completed the 
research into the 12 men on the 
Royce Institute memorial who 
died in The Great War and the 
two killed in the Second World 

War. They have been put in a 
folder by the memorial and have 
also been uploaded on to our 
website.

After its recent arrival (see p.6 
of this issue) research into the 
Claremont Street Methodist 
Church memorial will also 
commence shortly.

Left: Countesthorpe Cottage Homes 
war memorial.
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Another street shrine discovered

News    

Further to the article in edition no. 4 of LAST POST, this piece has 
kindly been sent in by Paul Griffiths of St Nicholas Church, who 

informed the project about another street shrine in Leicester – at St 
Hilda’s Church in Highfields.

Details are scant but two references have been found in the Church 
Committee minute book held by the County Record Office. 

The first, in July 1918, states vaguely that work is proceeding on a war 
‘shrine’. The second, five  years later, asks whether ‘the external shrine 
on Berners Street’ should remain now that a  permanent memorial has 
been completed inside the Church. 

The Committee decided to keep the shrine, which included the 
names of the fallen, but to add a notice about the permanent 
memorial. Sadly, no photograph of the shrine has come to light and it 
is not known how much longer it remained on Berners Street.

St Hilda’s, a daughter church of St Peter’s, Highfields, was built at the 
junction of Melbourne Road and Berners Street and opened in 1891. 

Its permanent war memorial included a painting of ‘The Communion 
of Saints’ commissioned from James Eadie Reid and placed behind the 
high altar as a reredos (right). This now hangs in the south aisle of St 
Peter’s. 

In addition, the congregation at St Hilda’s created a chapel dedicated 
to St George which held the names of those who had died. St Hilda’s 
closed in 1966 after it had been damaged by a freak whirlwind but the 
congregation moved to the adjacent hall and worshipped there until 
regular services ceased in 1992.

Below: St Hilda’s Church in 1957. Courtesy of Neil Crutchley.  
Right top: The Communion of Saints’ by James Eadie Reid. 
Right bottom: The street shrine at St Hilda’s would have looked 
similar to this unnamed picture of a typical street 
shrine.
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News

The watch list

Location Memorial Date Status Comments
Bagworth Holy Rood Church 

– demolished 
Sept 2021 Badly needs 

cleaning
Contact says funding agreed and hopes 
complete for 11 November.

Cathedral T H Downing Ltd Feb 2021 In situ Coming to ARWM shortly

Harrison Road 
Methodist Church

Memorial and Roll 
of Honour

Sept 2021 In situ We are in contact with them if it closes

Hoby WW1 Jul 2021 In situ Recently checked

Stretton in the field Thankful village, all 
returned safely

Sept 2021 In situ Closed CCT church. Needs keeping an eye on as recent theft of 
brass items from church

Great Dalby Methodist Sept 2021 TBC Checking if there is a memorial

Yet again because of the 
lockdown, opportunities to 

get about have been somewhat 
curtailed. However, Chris 
Stephens keeps a constant eye 
on the local news and also has 
many contacts connected with 
churches and chapels. 

Below are the memorials 
currently on out watch list. 

Right: Harrison Rd Methodist Church. 
Far Right: Bagworth memorial.

Left: T H Downing Ltd, Leicester Cathedral. Below centre: WW1 memorial in Hoby. Below right : Thankful village 
memorial at Stretton in the Field.

In 2015 the At Risk War Memorials Project paid for the re-erection of 
the Claremont Street Methodist Church memorial on to the wall of 

their hall. 
The church has now sadly closed and we have been honoured with 

taking it in our care. 

Taken into care

Left: Claremont Street Methodist Church memorial, showing the names of 
the sixteen church and school members killed during the First World War. 
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Restored to glory

IIn 2013 we learnt that the Elim 
Pentecostal Church had taken 

over the redundant Church 
of England St. Peter’s, Storer 
Road Loughborough. We also 
knew that there had been 
a magnificent triptych war 
memorial and wondered what its 
fate might be. 

We contacted the Pastor, the 
Reverend Paul Stevens who 
immediately invited us over. 
It was in a store room and its 
significance had not been fully 
appreciated but nevertheless he 
was very keen to help in having it 
re-erected. 

We walked round the superbly 
re-modelled modern interior of 

Restored to glory
the building, with its meeting 
rooms, full services and even a 
fully functioning café serving the 
hundreds of students living near 
by. 

There was virtually no clear wall 
space to fit this large 9 feet x 9 
feet exceedingly heavy memorial 
until we came to just inside the 
new glass front door at the East 
end. It fitted well. 

Chris Stevens and Denis Kenyon 
cleaned it up and we paid a stone 
mason to fit it to the wall. 

On 5th November 2013 a 
Rededication Service was held, 
attended by some 16 people, 
some of whom were descendants 
of those listed. The names on 

St Peter’s, Storer Road, Loughborough

Right top: In pride of place on the 
wall at St Peter’s Church.
Above: Chris Stephens cleans the 
memorial.

All Saints Church, 
Loughborough

Above: Memorial tablets high up on 
a wall and difficult to view. Left: The 
finished result at the rededication 
service in 2015 with the three WW1 
tablets reunited with the memorial. 
For details of the round headed 
memorial see the Holy Trinity 
Loughborough entry below.

It was a very large project 
of which the relocation of 
the restored memorials to a 
better position on the North 
aisle wall would cost some 
£32,000 including the removal 
of some slate donor tablets and  
reconfiguration of some pews. 

At that time in our history 
we were fairly well off, having 
received a most generous grant 
from HLF. After many meetings 
we made an offer to support this 
work to the tune of £15,000. The 
end result was a readily accessible 
WW1 memorial, reunited with 
its three WW1 tablets of names 
along with the two WW2 tablets. 

It was a large sum of money 
for us to spend but had we 
not done so, the project would 
have dragged on while these 
additional funds were raised. It 
was a great boost to the town’s 
WW1 centenary events. 

When we were first setting 
up ARWMP in 2013, Chris 

Stephens and I visited All Saints, 
Loughborough, the main church 
in town. We were appalled to 
see that the WW1 memorial was 
high up in a walled off part of 
the South aisle, impossible to 
see clearly. Not only that, but 
the tablets flanking either side 
were in fact the WW2 tablets and 
the three WW1 tablets were just 
dumped on the floor under the 
high altar. Extraordinary! 

We contacted the PCC and 
were put in touch with a group 
who was just starting to plan the 
re-ordering process with English 
Heritage and the Diocesan 
authorities to rectify this along 
with other changes to the church 
layout. 

the memorial were read and the 
exhortation was spoken along 
with a few short prayers. 

We are exceedingly grateful 
to the Rev. Stevens for his 
enthusiastic support. 

This splendid memorial was 
restored to its former glory and 
we have copies at All Saints of the 
original correspondence about its 
creation, which was not without 
a certain amount of friction in the 
parish. 

Holy Trinity, 
Loughborough

Leaning forlornly against a wall 
in the tower at All Saints was 

this small handsome triptych in 
carved wood, originally from Holy 
Trinity in Loughborough, which 
was an undistinguished Victorian 
church designed by Sir Reginald 

Blomfield and built in 1878. 
The church closed many years 

ago and the war memorial was 
taken out and sent to All Saints. 

The church building may have 
possessed little merit but the 
WW1 memorial is outstanding. 
It became part of the overall 
relocation plan at All Saints, 
Loughborough so now has a safe 
and permanent home. 

Above: Architect’s drawing of the 
new wall layout with pews moved 
and the triptych at the bottom. 
Right: The Holy Trinity triptych. 
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How the memorial to the National 
Society of Operative Printers and 
Assistants was discovered, repaired, and 
rededicated100 years to the day after its 
original unveiling.

NATSOPA

Above: Union officials at the original unveiling, 29th March 1921.

NATSOPA 
memorial

In early 2019 Chris Stephen’s 
eagle-eye noticed an article in 
the Leicester Mercury about 
the re-development of the 

Hornsey Rise Memorial Home at 
Wellesborough, near Husbands 
Bosworth, by Springbourne 
Homes. 

He wrote to the Chairman, 
Adrian Burr and received a 
most positive reply. We visited 
the site with Sophie Clarke of 
Leicestershire County Council 
and met Mr Burr who said that 
his company was determined to 
restore the memorial to its former 
glory and make it an integral part 
of the development. 

He was as good as his word. The 
development proceeded and the 

memorial restored. 
Printed here is a slightly 

modified article by David 
Humberston and Valerie Jacques 
which originally appeared in 
The Tiger, the magazine of the 
Leicestershire Branch of the 
Western Front Association. 

On the morning of Monday, 
29th March 2021, with the first 
easing of lockdown restrictions, 
we were honoured to be 
present at the rededication of 
the National Society of 
Operative Printers 
and Assistants 
(NATSOPA) War 
Memorial at 
Wellsborough, 
near Market 

Bosworth as the guests of Adrian 
Burr, Chairman of property 
developers Springbourne Homes. 

On this occasion, in the absence 
of Denis Kenyon and Chris 
Stephens, David represented the 
At Risk War Memorial Project with 
Valerie representing the Western 
Front Association.

NATSOPA came into being 
in 1912, having been founded 
as the Printers Labourers 
Union in 1889, renamed the 
Operative Printers Assistants 
Society ten years later and the 
National Society of Operative 
Printers Assistants in 1904. The 

NATSOPA Memorial Home at 
Wellsborough was 

opened in 1921 as a 
memorial to the 

Printers who fell 
in the Great 
War. 

Later known 

as Hornsey Rise Memorial Home, 
the facility closed in 2013 and 
was subsequently plagued by 
vandals and arsonists. 

Once the centrepiece of a 
Memorial Garden, the Memorial, 
minus its brass plaque, was 
discovered by Adrian in the 
overgrown grounds of the site.  

“It was covered in brambles 
and weeds, its plaque had been 
stolen and it was in a very sorry 
state,” Adrain remembers. “Clearly 
it was a monument but it wasn’t 
until I launched a nationwide 
appeal for information that I 
finally discovered its full story and 
significance. 

“I was saddened to find the 
memorial had been forgotten 
and become overgrown, but 
especially to discover the brass 
plates with the names of the war 
dead had been stolen. I felt angry 
someone could commit such a 
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Below: The NATSOPA Memorial Home, 
Wellsborough, 1936. © Historic England. 

britainfromabove.org.uk/image/EPW050179. 

Inset: NATSOPA enamel lapel badge.



NATSOPA

despicable act and immediately 
decided I would repair and 
refurbish the memorial and give it 
pride of place in a ‘peace garden’ 
within our new development.” 

An appeal for information, 
particularly for the names of the 
fallen, was made in November 
2018 and resulted in the 
discovery of a published list of 
the 380 members of NATSOPA 
who fell in that conflict. 

The relaxing of Covid 
restrictions meant that a 
rededication service planned 
for the centenary of the original 
unveiling would be allowed to 
take place in the presence of 
Tony Burke, Assistant General 
Secretary of the Unite Union (into 
which NATSOPA was absorbed), 
Ann Field, from London’s Marx 
Museum (whose research was so 
valuable to the project) Valerie & 
David and local historian Nigel 
Palmer from the Market Bosworth 
Society. 

A BBC TV film crew were also 
present and although the report 
appeared promptly on the local 
West Midlands News, it was not 
until 14th April that it featured on 
the local East Midlands news.

During the Rededication 
Service, Adrian explained that: 

“We desperately wanted 
to celebrate the Memorial’s  
restoration and relocation on 
its centenary but the Covid 
restrictions had us really sweating 
over whether the timing would 
be right. It turned out to be 
perfect and I’m so happy and 
relieved that we managed to 
make it happen exactly 100 
years after it was first unveiled. 
At Springbourne Homes we 

always strive to do the right thing 
which is why we’re so pleased to 
have been able to safeguard an 
important part of the history and 
heritage of our Hornsey Rise site.” 

Unite Union’s Tony Burke 
stated: “It is wonderful to see 
this memorial restored and  
resplendent again so we can 
once again commemorate the 
sacrifice of the NATSOPA print 
workers who sadly lost their lives 
in the First World War.” 

David then outlined the aims 
of the At Risk Memorials Project  
before concluding: “Far too often 
we hear of memorials being lost 
forever, and far too rarely do we 
hear of companies or individuals 
investing both time and money 
to preserve the history of a 
memorial and the memory of the 
men it commemorates. The role 
of Adrian Burr and his company 
Springbourne Homes in both 
reconstructing and researching 
this NATSOPA memorial is 
therefore exceptional and worthy 
of the highest praise.” 

We then laid wreaths on 
behalf of the WFA and the At 
Risk Memorials project before 
all guests were given a guided 
tour of the building site and a 
selection of the 19 houses being 
constructed upon it. 

A socially distanced buffet lunch 
then concluded a most enjoyable 
morning. Anyone wishing to visit 
the memorial is most welcome 
and Adrian will, in due course, 
also ensure that the full history of 
the Memorial, the original Care 
Home and the present site is 
accessible via a screen situated in 
the Peace Garden and accessed 
via a Quick Response Code.

 Adrian Burr, Chairman of Springbourne Homes, being interviewed by 
the BBC’s Amy Payne.

Above: The memorial was once the centrepiece of a memorial garden. Below: Valerie 
at the restored memorial, with wreaths laid on behalf of the WFA and the ARWMP.
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Spirit of remembrance

In this illustrated book of 38 poems, Helen-
Marie in her spare, taut style which encourages 
reflection, vividly captures the very essence of 
memory of conflict past.
 

ORDERING: 
from the publishers:- Leicester City, 
County & Rutland At Risk War Memorials 
Project 
Email: mail@atriskwarmemorials.co.uk 
Giving name, address, postcode, email, contact 
number, date and details of payment or phone 
Denis Kenyon on 07834 324 352 

PAYMENT:
Payable either by cheque to: 
Leicester City, County & Rutland At Risk War 
Memorials Project 
c/o Denis Kenyon, 36 Eastgate, Hallaton, 
Market Harborough. LE16 8UB 
or BACS - Leicester City, County & Rutland At 
Risk War Memorials Project. 
Sort code: 40-32-04 
Account: 31749153
ref: Poems. 

Price: £7.50 including p&p 
For every book sold, ARWMP will 

receive £1.50. 

Our only income is from donations. 
Any grants received are for a specific 

purpose such as a new website.

Spirit of Remembrance
A little book of poems by Helen-Marie Donnelly
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Memorials & plaques . . . 
   
  Lists of names. 

Stories yet to be discovered. 

  “Brave men and Boys.” 

Each having a personal . . . 
  
   yet common reason. 

One cause for going to war. 
 
“Freedom.” 

   “Liberty.” 

The love of their homeland. 

May they never be forgotten. 

 Let their Sacrifice not be in vain. 

Tributes

by Helen-Marie Donnelly


