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Welcome
The Leicester City, County & Rutland 
At Risk Memorials Project welcomes 
any information which can help or 
promote their work. If you have any 
details of any War Memorial you feel is 
at risk, or can help in any way, please 
contact us on:

mail@atriskwarmemorials.co.uk

Or contact the project’ co-founders: 

Denis Kenyon: 07834 324352

Chris Stephens: 0116 2716086

www.atriskwarmemorials.co.uk

www.facebook.com/arwmp

@ARWMP

Leicester City, County & Rutland 
At Risk War Memorials Project is a 
Company Limited by Guarantee and 
incorporated in England. Company 
Registration Number: 08176202. The 
company is registered at:

The Chancel,
rear of All Saints Church,
Highcross Street, LEICESTER
LE1 4PH

What a relief to get back to some semblance of normality. But 
at least with the (mixed?) blessing of social media we have 
been able to keep in contact and continue our efforts to 

safeguard war memorials which otherwise might have been lost. 
Inside you can read about our being 

honoured by being included in The 
University of Leicester Poppy 
Pilgrimage; a wonderful morning 
being filmed by BBC East 
Midlands TV and a story of 
coincidences which resulted; 
another large memorial taken 
in to our care; an initiative by 
one of our contacts in having 
her local memorial restored 
and cleaned and a fine piece 
of detective work in finding an 
ancestor’s name on a fragment of a 
memorial smashed by vandals – and much 
else besides. 

            

Denis Kenyon
Project co-founder
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All articles reproduced in this newsletter are accepted in good faith 
and every effort is always made to ensure accuracy of the information 
given. It should be noted however that the opinions expressed by 
the contributors are not necessarily those of the Editor or the At Risk 
War Memorials Project. The Editor reserves 
the right to amend, condense or edit any 
article submitted. Anyone wishing to submit 
material is more than welcome to contact us 
by e-mail. The deadline to ensure inclusion in 
your next edition is 30 June 2022. Content by 
Denis Kenyon, layout by Joe Hall.

COVER IMAGE: 
British troops due to be 
demobilised assemble in the 
grounds of the Expeditionary 
Force Canteens. See p.5 for 
more on demobilisation and the 
bitterness it could cause. © IWM Q 26207.
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Ancestor 
uncovered
As has been previously reported the St 

Saviour’s Church War Memorial board 
with its 216 names, was completely smashed 
by vandals which was why we commissioned 
a calligrapher to make a reproduction. 

It was a difficult task because as the photo 
taken in 2012 before the vandals struck shows, 

N
ew

sNews    

the original had fine black lettering on a very 
dark ox blood red veneer. It cannot have been 
easy to read when new but with the passage 
of time the letters have faded very badly. 

We were not permitted to remove it but in 
clearing up after the vandals, we rescued a 
small piece of the veneer board which turned 

A signal honour
Not everyone knows that the University 

of Leicester was founded in 1921 as a 
living memorial to the people of Leicester, 
Leicestershire and Rutland who made the 
supreme sacrifice during the First World War. 
The University is itself a Memorial. The now 
named Fielding Johnson Building which was 
originally the Leicester Lunatic Asylum was 
used during the Great War as the 5th Northern 
General Hospital. 

To commemorate the founding of what was 
then University College, it was decided that 
starting in 2018, 100 wreaths would be laid on 
memorials around the City and two counties. 
This activity had to pause during the worst of 
the pandemic but started up again in autumn 
2021. 

We were honoured to have two wreaths 
laid in a short ceremony at our memorials 
in All Saints on 9th November 2021. One at 
the foot of The Belgrave Working Men’s Club 
WW1 Roll of Honour and the other at the 
Aylestone Working Men’s Club WW2 stained 
glass window. 

out to be the third column of names in the 
left hand panel. 

One of our visitors who had carried out a 
lot of research and knew that her great, great 
uncle was on the St Saviour’s War Memorial, 
but in view of its condition, had given up 
hope of seeing his name on it. 

We looked at the remaining flimsy slip of 
wood veneer. This could have been any of 
the column of names. Shining a torch at an 
angle, we could see part of his name – “Frank 
W Cunnin….” the missing letters being “gton”. 
There was great excitement and emotion, 
particularly as she is the only direct blood 
descendant. 

He was a Lance Corporal, 4241 in the 
Machine Gun Corps who was killed on 4th 
October 1917 and is buried at Tyne Cot 
Cemetery. 

In our last edition No.5, we mentioned that 
we had been approached by Leicester 

Cathedral to see whether we could take in a 
large bronze memorial to employees of T H 
Downing Ltd. 

This came our way in September 2021 and 
immensely heavy 
it was too. It had 
been located in a 
corridor leading 
to the Cathedral 
Song School 
which was due 
for demolition as 
part of the work 
connected with 
a new visitor 
centre. 

Caroline 
Wessel M.A. 
a noted local 

Taken into care
historian has carried out comprehensive 
research but has been unable to answer the 
question “Why was it in the Cathedral?” If any 
one knows the answer to this, we would be 
most grateful. 

It is now fixed firmly to the central A frame 
at All Saints and is accompanied by a story 
board which gives details of the company 
with illustrations 

A folksy advertisment (left) carried the 
extraordinary claim that “the first Aeroplane 
to cross the Atlantic brought a big order for 
“ALPHA” underwear”. This appears to refer to 
Alcock and Brown on 14th/15th June 1919. 
If this is the case, T H Downing Ltd in their 
day was the most remarkably enterprising 
company.

Above: TH Downing Ltd memorial
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Website launched

Thanks to a generous grant 
from National Lottery Heritage 

Fund, we have been able to 
commission and create a new 
website. 

This has been produced for us 
by a professional and replaces the 
one heroically developed by our 
Member Simon Whelband. 

Simon says openly he is not 
a website expert, so for what 

he developed - which we have 
used to very good effect these 
past few years - we are extremely 
grateful. 

The new website is much more 
flexible and user friendly, and our 
researchers with the minimum 
amount of training will be able to 
upload their efforts directly. 

Part of the contract with NLHF 
requires us to submit a formal 

Denis Kenyon has already 
received five invitations to 

give a talk about our work titled: 
“Unloved; Irrelevant; Abandoned?”. 
If anyone in a club or society 

Talks and group visitswould like to arrange to have an 
illustrated talk lasting between 
50 minutes and an hour, please 
contact us via our email address: 
mail@ariskwarmemorials.co.uk 

Any fee goes towards ARWMP 
running costs. We are also happy 

to arrange society visits to see the 
memorials in situ.

Cleaned and 
restored in situ
In the last issue we mentioned 

in our Watch List the memorial 
from Holy Rood Church, 
Bagworth which had been 
reported to us as badly in need of 
cleaning (left). 

One of our contacts, disturbed 
by its poor state, took it into her 

own hands, obtained grants 
from various local organisations 
and had it professionally cleaned 
and repaired (right) in time for 
Remembrance 2021. 

A great job indeed, with 
persistence triumphing; our 
sincere congratulations.

evaluation report. We would be 
most grateful if you could have a 
look around the website and give 
your views. Not only is it of use 
to ourselves but it demonstrates 
to NLHF that their trust and 
investment in us is justified.

We are looking for views on 
seven criteria (right). Please reply 
to atriskwarmemorials.co.uk or 
denis.kenyon36@gmail.com.

1:  Visual impact.
2:  Ease of navigation
3:  Clarity of information.
4:  General interest.
5:  Whether this will encourage 
you to visit more frequently.
6:  Whether it will encourage you 
to be more aware of memorials at 
risk and take action.
7:  Any other points.

 

w w w.atr isk warmemoria ls .co.uk



Open 
Days 
update

The Open Day on Saturday 
20th November 2021 saw 

an amazing 34 visitors with 
the majority having come for a 
specific purpose rather than just 
casual passers by. 

On our first Open Day of 2022, 
Saturday 29th January had us 
shivering with cold when the 
power was off for about two 
hours. Hot cups of tea soon 

revived the spirits. 
We had 23 visitors and once 

again the majority came with a 
purpose. The stories contained 
within this issue illustrate 
perfectly how rewarding our 
efforts can be. 

Future Open Days at rear 
of Chancel, All Saints Church, 
Highcross Street, Leicester         
LE1 4PH, are as follows:

Regular Open Days 
(11.00 am to 4.00 pm)
Saturday 26 March 
Saturday 28 May 
Saturday 23 July 
Saturday 19 November 

Heritage Open Days
Thurs. 8 Sept. - 2.00pm to 5.00pm 
Fri. 9 Sept. - 3.00pm to 6.00pm 
Sat. 10 Sept. – 10.00am to 6.00pm 
Sun. 11 Sept. – 2.30pm to 5.00pm
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A name glimpsed on a screen
The 9th November 2021 was a really 

hectic day for us. In addition to the Poppy 
Pilgrimage we were also visited by BBC East 
Midlands TV who filmed us as 
part of a Remembrance Day 
programme  which went 
out that night. It was 
an excellent film and 
while Amy Payne, 
the BBC reporter 
was speaking, the 
camera panned 
over various 
memorials.

In the words of 
one of our visitors, 
Alan Golby: 

“In November 
2021, I was watching 
a report on BBC East 
Midlands today by Amy 
Payne about the At Risk 
War Memorials Project, when 
I noticed my Grandad’s name ‘A 
Golby’ on a rescued plaque from The Royce 
Institute. 

“I hadn’t heard of this before and I knew 
nothing about this part of his life. I was really 

interested to find out more so I contacted 
my brother and we visited the At Risk War 
Memorials Open Day. 

“They gave us a warm welcome 
and we discovered more about 

the Royce Institute and 
were able to share more 

information about our 
Grandad with them. 

“I have always been 
interested in my family 
history and especially 
in my Grandad, Arthur 
Golby, who was killed 
in World War 1. Some 
years ago, I discovered 
that his grave was near 
Lapugnoy, Pas de Calais 

in France and I was able 
to visit it.” 

Alan brought with him 
a significant amount of 

information and some wonderful 
items (below and left). 

It is splendid that his dog tag survived as so 
many did not. The locket with the photos of 
Arthur and his wife Clara are obviously Alan’s 
very treasured possessions.

Above: Royce Institute memorial, upon which 
Alan Golby spotted tha name of his grandfather 
‘Arthur Golby’. These two war memorials were 
taken into care after the closure of the institute 
in 2021. Arthur Golby was killed on 13 July 1917 
while serving as a Private with the Leicestershire 
Regiment.
Left: Arthur Golby’s dog tag.
Below: The locket containing photographs of 
Arthur Golby and his wife Clara.
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Behind the memorial

HeroHero or coward?coward?

John Thomas Pantling was 
my Great Uncle. His story 
has a ‘Dickensian’ feel to it. 

Between 1867 and 1880 
his mother, Susan Pantling, had 
six children with her husband 
John. 

Then the bottom fell out of 
her life. At the age of 32, she was 
suddenly widowed. Her husband 
had contracted tuberculosis 
which was highly contagious. 
He could no longer work and, 
because of the children, had 
to return to his parents in 
Irthlingborough to be nursed. 

The family were living in 
Wellingborough at the time. 
Susan was pregnant with her 

seventh child when her 
husband died in 1881.
She had to find a means 
of survival for the family 

and was offered the 

opportunity to become the 
domestic help at a lodging house 
in Wellingborough owned by 
George Rivett. However, Rivett 
was not prepared to take all of 
the children and so Susan was 
forced to sign over her three 
older children aged 12, 11 and 9 
to the Workhouse. 

After only a short time Susan 
entered into a relationship with 
George Rivett and between 
1881 and 1891 had four 
children with him. All were 
registered as ‘Pantling’. 
One of these children 
was John Thomas, 
born in 1887. In 1891, 
whilst pregnant with 
her 11th child in 
total, Susan Pantling 
became estranged 
from George Rivett 
and ended up 

giving birth to her baby, my 
grandfather, in Wellingborough 
Workhouse. The younger 
children, the ones who could 
not work, joined her. So, John 
Thomas Pantling had his first 
taste of life in the Workhouse at 
the age of five. 

In the 1890’s Susan’s eldest 
son, one of those who had 
experienced the hardship of 
life in the Workhouse ten years 
before, was working in a shoe 
factory in Kettering. It is likely 
that through his work he met an 
older man called James Thomas 
Chapman who had recently 
become a widower. James had 

a young daughter who 
needed to be 

looked 

Martin Pantling recounts the story of 
his great uncle John Thomas Pantling, 
arrested in 1919 while fighting for fairer 
treatment for himself and his comrades.

Below: Private S/8428 John T. 
Pantling. Bottom: British troops due 
to be demobilised assemble in 
the grounds of the Expeditionary 
Force Canteens. © IWM Q 26207.

after. She was to become Susan’s 
lifeline and passport out of 
Wellingborough Workhouse. The 
situation would lead to a new 
home for her very young family in 
Kettering and eventually, a new 
husband for Susan. 

Around 1896 the group were 
once again in difficulty. Those 
who were of working age had 
been labouring in shoe factories 
or were in-service in the Kettering 
area. However, work was in short 
supply and the family income 
was not proving to be enough to 
sustain everyone. They decided 



Behind the memorial

that their prospects might be 
better served in Leicester and 
so the family set out on foot 
with the few belongings that 
they could carry in search of a 
better life. John was about ten 
years old when he set-off on that 
28-mile journey. In many ways it 
was perhaps a foretaste of what 
would come later in his life as 
a soldier marching towards the 
Western Front. 

The Pantling/Chapmans found 
accommodation firstly in Shirley 
Street Belgrave and then Linden 
Street. James Chapman and 
Susan Pantling were married at 
St. Peters Church, Belgrave in 
1898. Family members, including 
John Thomas, also found work in 
Leicester shoe factories. 

It is against this background of 
social hardship and a struggle 
for survival that John’s character 
and temperament was formed. 
As a young man in his mid-20s 
he was a member of the Union of 
Boot & Shoe Operatives and he 
developed a growing loathing for 
what he saw as injustice. John 
was a lifelong socialist and was 
actively involved in the local 
‘Temperance Movement’. He 
had connections with St. 
Marks Church in Belgrave and 
that could explain where his 
later radical tendencies were 
first nurtured. 

The Pantling/Chapman 
family were living at 53 
Victoria Road North, 
Belgrave just before 
war was declared 
on Germany in 
August 1914. John 

was a shoe pressman by trade 
at that time. He had married his 
long-term girlfriend Edith Annie 
Culley in April 1914 at Leicester 
Register Office. She was living at 
43 Archdeacon Lane, very close 
to St. Marks Church, when they 
were wed. 

Sadly, John’s service record 
is one of those that were lost 
in WWII bombings and so 
the details of his involvement 
have always been hard to find. 
However, he did enter the 
Theatre of War in France at the 
age 27 on 9th September 1914 
with the Leicestershire Regiment 
and so he was part of the British 
Expeditionary Force who were 
sent out early to assist the French 
in holding back the Germans 
whilst new recruits could be 
trained. 

The fact that he was overseas 
so quickly meant that he was 
already a trained soldier and 
Regular Reservist. The army 
would have had the right to recall 
him back to duty. 

John’s location has yet to be 
found in the 1911 Census and 
this would suggest that he 
was serving overseas with 
‘the Tigers’. The Regiment 
were defending the empire 
in Poona, Bombay at that 
time. John’s Leicestershire 
Regiment number was 
7649 and that suggests 
that he would have 
joined the regiment 
around the 13th 
February 1905. John’s 
birthday was on 9th 
February and so it is 
likely that he joined 
up just after turning 
18. 

So, John was 
recalled to duty 
as a Regular 

Reservist on 
either 5th or 
6th August 1914, 
and he will have 
been ordered 
to collect his 
kit and travel 
pass at Glen 
Parva Barracks and to re-join 
his regiment. The next day he 
would have been on a train and 
making his way to Ireland to 
prepare for war. That was where 
the Leicestershire Regiment were 
stationed at that time. 

On 8th September he 
embarked from Southampton 
on HM Troopship Braemar Castle 
and then travelled by train to 
Paris. From there the regiment 
marched to the front. John was 
already a trained soldier and 
he would have been used to 
covering long distances on foot. 

He and his colleagues were 
skilled in warfare and there was 
an expectation that they would 
be able to sort out the conflict 
quickly. In fact, it was thought 
that the war would be over by 
Christmas and the soldiers would 
be back at home. 

Johns first encounter with 
the Germans was on 22nd 
September when five of his 
Battalion colleagues were killed 
and two were wounded. During 
October 1914 there were quite 
a lot more casualties within the 
Regiment. On December 2nd the 
Leicestershire Regiment marched 
three miles to rendezvous for 
inspection by HM The King. 
Of course, the conflict did 
not end at Christmas as was 
expected. In fact, his Regiment 
were positioned very close to 
where the Christmas truce and 
‘No Mans-Land’ football match 
allegedly took place. However, 
it would appear that the ‘Tigers’ 
continued with the fighting. 

On Christmas 
Day the 
Leicestershire 
Regiment 
lost two men 
and had one 
wounded. It 

was almost 
certainly at some point around 

Christmas time that John 
suffered his first major setback. 
In the Leicester Chronicle 
& Leicestershire Mercury of 
Saturday 9th January 1915 John 
was listed as a casualty; reported 
as one of the wounded from the 
Leicestershire Regiment. 

John would probably have 
returned home at that point for 
a period of convalescing. It is not 
known for how long that would 
have been and whether or not 
he returned to the Leicestershire 
Regiment but we do know that 
he was later deployed in the 
London Regiment. 

From his new service number 
of 6516 it is likely that his return 
to the battlefield was in April/
May 1916. John may well have 
been injured again or become ill 
whilst serving with the London 
Regiment because he was later 
transferred to lighter munitions 
duty with the Army Ordnance 

Top: Leicestershire Regiment cap 
badge. Bottom: St Mark’s Church 
c.1912. This is where Pantling likely 
learned his radical tendencies. 
© De Montfort University.
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Behind the memorial

Corps. 
His regimental number whilst 

serving in Army Ordnance was 
S8428. This number would 
suggest that his transfer was in 
late 1917 or early 1918. 

So, apart from when injured, 
John would appear to have 
been serving overseas for the 
majority of the war. He was a 
seasoned soldier by the end of 
the hostilities and he would have 
been in his thirties. He therefore 
would have been respected by 
the men who served with him. 

One key point to be aware of is 
that on return to the battlefield 
after injury or illness soldiers 
would have been subjected to 
the same kind of bullying and 
inhumane treatment by officers, 
senior NCOs and Military Police 
Red Caps that the new recruits 
always suffered at the Étaples 
Base Camp when they were 
preparing for deployment at the 
front. 

The Camp became known to 
the men as ‘The Bull-Ring’. This 
was because the training was 
designed to not only ‘knock them 
into shape’ but also to put the 
fear of God into them about the 
consequences of cowardice and 
insubordination. John would 
probably have been outraged by 
what he saw and humiliated by 
what he had to endure. 

The family story that was passed 
down to me by an elderly cousin 
of my father who I met in the 
early 1990’s, was that John was 
shot as a deserter in 1919 after 
the authorities found him hiding 
in a field at the end of the war. 
His death certificate could not 
confirm this. It said that he died 
of influenza. 

The reality of his story is very 

different and it makes him 
something of an unsung hero 
rather than a coward. 

References to John can be 
found in a book called ‘The 
Unknown Army’ written by social 
historians Gloden Dallas and 
Douglas Gill in the 1980’s. The 
book is about the unrest amongst 
British troops during WWI – 
something that the authorities 
were at pains to cover up. 

The social historians had 
advertised for information in 
the national press and many 
ex-servicemen came forward to 
give eye witness account of the 
social unrest that was emerging 
towards the end of WWI. 

The book reveals that John was 
a leader in the biggest mutiny in 
British Army History (The Calais 
Mutiny of 1919). 

In 1919 John was serving as a 
private in the Army Ordnance 
Corps based at Calais and 
apparently was both well known 
and popular with the men. 
Towards the end of the war, he 
had been distributing copies 
of the banned ‘Daily Herald’ to 
troops in the Ordnance Depots 
around the area through an 
arrangement with a local 
newsagent.

At the end of the war 
demobilisation was on the minds 
of everyone and there was 
concern among the men about 
who would go home first. It had 
been a long, hard, and bloody 
experience for all and of course, 
those who went first home were 
most likely to get the best jobs. 

Government priority was to 
send the miners home first 
(understandable really), those 
who had the promise of a job to 
go to and finally those that were 

at the front. The 
problem with the 
latter priority was 
that the average 
life expectancy at 
the front was only 
a matter of weeks 
and so those in 
that position as war 
ceased were likely 
to have only been 
serving King and 
Country for a short 
time. 

The longer-term soldiers like 
John, many of whom had been 
wounded, were placed on 
munitions/ordnance duties away 
from the front. The prospect of 
them going home was highly 
unlikely. 

John Pantling became a co-
founder of the Calais Soldiers 
and Sailors Association (a union 
for serving servicemen) and 
he became their spokesman 
in negotiations with the Army 
Authorities in sorting out better 
working conditions for the 
men e.g., reducing the working 
week from 6.5 to 6 days, better 
food and accommodation and 
presenting the soldiers’ view on 
demobilisation.

 His knowledge of radicalism in 
Leicester and his lengthy army 
experience would have prepared 
him well for this role. On two 
occasions however John was 
arrested for supposedly inciting 
the men, the second of which led 
to his incarceration at the Bastille 
in Calais. 

He had delivered what was 
termed ‘a seditious speech’ to the 
men and was accused of being a 
‘Bolshevik’. He faced court martial 
and being shot. John would have 
been very well aware of what 
might happen to him. 

When the news of his plight 
reached the Ordnance Depots 
in the Calais region 4,000 men 
went on strike, marched on Calais 
and demanded his release. The 
authorities, fearing mutiny and 
mass revolution, eventually gave 
in to the soldier’s requests and 
John was eventually returned to 
barracks. 

A fellow mutineer who was 
considered to be something of 
a ‘barrack-room lawyer’ warned 
that John could be rearrested 
at any time after the hostilities 
were over and soldiers had no 
bargaining power. 

There was the risk that John 
could still be court martialled 
and shot. The group therefore 
demanded that he was court-
martialled whilst they still had 
some control. With reluctance the 
authorities agreed to the demand 
and John was acquitted of any 
wrong doing. 

The social unrest of February 
1919 in the Calais Ordnance 
Depots led to John suffering six 
days in leg irons in a cold prison 
cell. The sad thing is that he died 
two weeks later from influenza, 
four days after his 32nd birthday. 
John almost made it home! 

His comrades said that his ill 
treatment whilst in prison was 
the main cause of his death. £150 
was raised through collection 
for his Widow - a lot of money 
in those days. He must have 
been a very special man to have 
commanded that kind of respect 
and, in my opinion he was 
certainly not a coward.

Above: Soldiers demanding 
demobilisation in 1919. Below left: 
Contemporary parody of the ‘Bull 
Ring’ in Étaples. Bottom: John’s 
headstone, in Les Baraques Military 
Cemetery, Bleriot Plage, Calais.
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Spirit of remembrance

In this illustrated book of 38 poems, Helen-
Marie in her spare, taut style which encourages 
reflection, vividly captures the very essence of 
memory of conflict past.
 

ORDERING: 
from the publishers:- Leicester City, 
County & Rutland At Risk War Memorials 
Project 
Email: mail@atriskwarmemorials.co.uk 
Giving name, address, postcode, email, contact 
number, date and details of payment or phone 
Denis Kenyon on 07834 324 352 

PAYMENT:
Payable either by cheque to: 
Leicester City, County & Rutland At Risk War 
Memorials Project 
c/o Denis Kenyon, 2 Horn Lane, Hallaton, 
Market Harborough, LE16 8UG 
or BACS - Leicester City, County & Rutland At 
Risk War Memorials Project. 
Sort code: 40-32-04 
Account: 31749153
ref: Poems. 

Price: £7.50 including p&p 
For every book sold, ARWMP will 

receive £1.50. 

Our only income is from donations. 
Any grants received are for a specific 

purpose such as a new website.

Spirit of Remembrance
A little book of poems by Helen-Marie Donnelly
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Veteran stands 
  bullet shell in his frail hand. 
Tears run down his time-worn face. 
    Memories fresh
like it was yesterday. 
For his……… 
   Friends and Comrades. 
Still boys that never grew old. 
Unlike Sir J M Barrie’s “Peter 
Pan”. 
Theirs was no 
    “fairytale” ending. 
Veteran stands….. 
  Grandchild’s hand holding his. 
     Comforting. 
  No need to speak…… 
for anguish and regret…. 
are reflected in his moistened eyes.

A Painful Laying of Ghosts

by Helen-Marie Donnelly


