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!
The Great Charge of the

Leicestershire Terriers’ at the taking of the
“Famous Hohenzollern Redoubt.”

at the Battle of Loos. 13th October 1915.

T’was the 13th of October,
When the stirring charge was made

On the Hohenzollern Redoubt,
By the ‘Terriers’ Brigade.’

They had held the line in Belgium
For eight long weary months

They’d had no chance to go forward
But they’d never drawn back once.

And now the chance was given them
Each heart was filled with joy.
From the G. O. commanding

To the youngest drummer boy.
We relieved the ‘Guards’ at midnight

They explained to us the ground
And how the trenches to the front

With machine guns did abound.
A Captain passed along the trench

“Keep calm my lads,” said he
“And by the help of God above

We’ll claim a Victory.”

The boys they understood him,
And all ready for the fray,

They cracked their jokes with ne’er a thought
Of might be ‘fore end of day.

At midday came an awful noise
Like a hundred peals of thunder

Our Artillery had opened its deadly fire -
‘T’was like earth being rent asunder.

At One PM we gassed them -
A harder death unknown;

But they who make the horrors of war
Shall reap what they have sown.

During those two hours of waiting,
An awful feeling’s given

You think of those you’ve left behind
And a prayer goes up to heaven.
At five to two the order came -
“Stand to, Boys, and get ready.”

‘Tis hard, thus waiting for your doom,
to be both calm and steady.

Again the order came along, -
Two minutes to go - now, one -

Then: Over the top and at ‘em, Boys,
For God’s sake, do get on!”

!
Over the top - to find you’re one

Of a silent khaki wall,
With to do or die for England!”

Wrote on the face of all.
In a second or two you find yourselves

Masters of their front line -
Then it’s: “Over and at ‘em again my lads,

Go on - you’re doing fine!”
On no man’s land many a hero fell,

As on, still on, they came;
And their folks at home will feel proud to know

T’was for right and an honoured name.
At last we have gained the ground we want,

But, Oh, what a lot we lost!
Still we did our duty, for the order was -

“Take and hold it whatever the cost!”
They were game to the last, and held their ground

For two long days, we’re told,
And the Guards, relieving, were moved to tears

At so many so stiff and cold
The boys who are left shed silent tears

As they fight it over again;
For many a pal, ay, and brothers, too,

Are numbered with the slain
Trust in God - the Chaplain has said,
“and think of the badge you wear,”

They did, and they thought of their parents, too,
Whose name they proudly bear.

If only the ‘slackers’ in England now
Would think of those who are gone,

And resolve to shed their own life’s blood
For the sake of a dear old home.

If they all in one voice would cry, “I will”
Then this terrible murder would cease,

And the world at last, would be clothed in a robe
Of everlasting Peace.

Think of the time in years to come,
And they ask, “Did you fight in the great war, Dad,

So that I might have a home?”
You proudly answer, “yes, my lad,

Long before you came,
So that you might have an English home,

And bear an honoured name!”


